
 

 

The Town Council have been briefed by Suffolk Constabulary about the 

raised level of threat from international terrorism. 

 

There are five main points contained in the Police briefing. 

 

1. The threat level has been raised from Substantial to Severe, meaning 

that a terrorist attack in the UK is highly likely. 

 

2. The raised threat level relates to current terrorist group activity in Syria 

and Iraq. 

 

3. Intelligence indicates that terrorist groups are planning an attack in the 

UK. 

The Police have implemented a variety of tactics designed to protect the 

public. 

 

4. Throughout the UK there is an increase in high visibility Police 

activity. 

 

5. The biggest threat is from terrorists returning from Syria and Iraq. 

 

Everyone in the community can assist by being vigilant and reporting any 

suspicious activity to the Police, or by using the Anti Terrorist Hotline 

given below. 

 

The Police recognise that due to the current terror threat and publicity  

there is a rise in hate crime and will act against anyone targeting ethnic or 

religious minorities. 

 

 

Anti Terrorist Hotline - 0800 789 321 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Statement from Association of Chief Police Officers 
Public safety is the UK police service's priority as threat level is raised from 

SUBSTANTIAL to SEVERE. 

National Policing Lead for Counter-Terrorism, Assistant Commissioner Mark Rowley 

said: 

“The threat level from international terrorism has changed from SUBSTANTIAL to 

SEVERE in response to the developments in Syria and Iraq. This means it is highly 

likely that a terrorist attack could happen in the UK.  

“We therefore continue to urge the public to remain vigilant and to report any 

suspicious activity to police. We need communities and families to bring to our 

attention anyone they perceive may be vulnerable, a danger or escalating towards 

terrorism. Anyone with information is urged to contact the Anti-Terrorist Hotline on 

0800 789 321.  

“Public safety is our priority and we have a variety of established operational tactics 

that are regularly used to ensure that the UK is both well prepared and protected. Over 

the years we have built capabilities and enhanced our security arrangements against a 

consistently high level of threat. Much of this is already in place. Our aim is to reduce 

the risk to the public and we keep our security arrangements under constant review in 

line with the threat we face.  

“We have activated the established planning mechanisms across the police service, 

coordinated by me as National Policing Lead on Counter Terrorism. This will lead to 

enhanced prevention and preparedness.  

“From this afternoon we will begin to increase our levels of visible patrols and 

implement other security and protection measures. We will also build on existing 

community relations to provide reassurance and seek their support and assistance in 

keeping the UK safe.” 

 

Statement by Home Secretary Teresa May 
 

The Home Secretary today announced that the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre has 

changed the threat level from international terrorism from substantial to severe. 

This means a terrorist attack is highly likely, although there is no intelligence to 

suggest that one is imminent.  

The official threat level informs security professionals across the public and private 

sectors as they make decisions about the appropriate level of protection in place 

across the UK. 

JTAC’s judgements are made on the basis of the latest intelligence and are 

independent of Ministers. 

Announcing the change, Home Secretary Theresa May said:  

The increase in the threat level is related to developments in Syria and Iraq 

where terrorist groups are planning attacks against the West. Some of these 

plots are likely to involve foreign fighters who have travelled there from the 

UK and Europe to take part in those conflicts. 

The first and most important duty of government is the protection of the 

British people. We have already taken steps to amend our powers and increase 

our capabilities for dealing with the developing terrorist threats we face. That 

process will continue and the British public should be in no doubt that we will 

take the strongest possible action to protect our national security. 

 


