

Bungay Town Council

 Planning and Environment Committee

Terms of Reference

1 The committee shall consist of the Mayor, deputy Mayor, and five other councillors, who will usually be elected at the council’s annual meeting in May. 

2 At the first meeting after the election of committee members the committee will elect a chairman for the committee from those members. The mayor can be, but will not necessarily be, the chairman.

3 The committee will normally meet on the first Monday of each month, except in August. If that Monday is a Bank Holiday, the meeting will take place the following day.

4 Four members of the committee will constitute a quorum.

5 Any recommendations made by the committee will be agreed on a simple majority vote, with the chairman having a second, casting vote if necessary.

6 The committee will from time to time, according to need and good practice, set up sub-committees or working parties to deal with matters it feels need more specific or on-going attention. Sub-committees may be made up exclusively of committee members, or may co-opt other council members and/or third parties who can, through knowledge or experience, contribute to matters under consideration. Those sub-committees will report back to the main committee, which in turn will make recommendations to the full council.

7 At the appropriate time in the council year’s the committee will make recommendations on items it feels should be included in the next annual budget.

8 The committee will have no delegated powers, unless given them on a specific matter by the full council.

9 Health and safety shall be considered wherever appropriate.

10 In the event of any controversial, complex or large scale application coming before the committee, these, with agreement of the committee, shall be referred to full council.

11 Any application, with the backing of a simple majority of members of the committee, may be put to the district councillor for recommendation that the application is removed from the powers of the LPA’s delegated officer, and instead be put to the LPA’s planning committee for decision.

12 The committee shall consider and respond to any issue arising from the built and natural environment, within the bounds of the town. It shall also respond to any consultation for those areas that fall outside the town but directly affect the town. It shall then make its recommendation to the full council.

13 The committee shall be responsible for considering and responding to issues relating to community spaces. Recommendations will then be put to full council.
14 The committee will respond to and consider on behalf of the town council matters relating to the highways and pavements within the town, and consultations put forward that affect areas directly adjacent to the town. Recommendations will then be made to full council. Where necessary the committee shall liaise with Suffolk Constabulary.

15 When the need arises, the committee will consider and respond to any consultation relating to planning, environment and traffic arising from outside the town boundary, but which will have possible impacts within the town, and will make any recommendations to full council.

16 All members of the committee are expected to attend and obtain the appropriate training within six months.

17 The committee is expected to be pro-active in developing and implementing strategies and policies aimed at achieving the council’s overall vision for the town.
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